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The Pioneer

AWhat doth the Lord require of tf}

Butto do justly,andtolovemercgn d t o wal k humbl y with tF
Micah 6:8

ACaptain EIlison Adger Smythds philc

asi mple, yet full, statement of the emot

Whenone reflects upon the histoo§ Duneanand the textile industryn the upstate of South
Carolina, the name of Ellison Adger Smyth becomes commonplace amonzpghalists,
industrialists merchants, and bankeidsveloping the Greenville area into the Textile Center of
the Southéllat@ent d@irTexft it httesi Wdi vd dawal At hougimd
name never appeared on asfythe 20textile mills he either founded, organized, and directed,
Captain Smyth, as he was affectionately called by his family and business assoami@sp, at
one time or another, director of 36 different corporations. At the time of the founding and
organization of the Dunean Mill, he owned 75% of @reenville Daily News He would sell
theNewsto B.H. Peace in 1923. Known as a ftaker, visonary, and innovator, he was a man
with an uncanny ability to know fAwhenWheno buy
he was a boy, his father asked him and his two beloved brothers, James Adger and Augustine
Thomas, what were their ambitionsi | i f e? To whi ch Tdlba ptichma&myt h r
have a big house, and have my family and friends to come and visiames Adgebecame a
successful cotton merchant and mayor of Charleston. Augustine Thomas became a very
prominent and successful corporate attorney a
Smyth nameésupposedly by one o fevehdesredbhathis her s .
ancestral name be changed.

Capt. Smyth entered a busy retirement as a fmillionaire in 1926. He moved from
Greenville, his home for 40 years, to his beautiful estates in Flat Rock, North Carolina. He
planned to reside fulime athis beloved summer retreat of 25 years and mountain 400 acre farm
AConnemara, 0 whose grounds were |l aid out and
Charlestorfriend, Col. C.G. Meminger, a prominent attorney and former secretary of the of th

Confederate Treasury. The Captain had his big house. His many friends and large family often



Capt. Ellison Adger Smyth

~ Dean of Textile Men ~

“A Foremost Pioneer in the New Era of Cotton Manufacturing South Carolina”
J. Rion McKissick ~ June 26, 1926

Courtesy of The Pioneer

came to visit. Capt. Smyth called himself a farmer, specializing in hogs, cattle, colts, and poultry.
Turkeys were his specialty and hundreds a me d t he | a wnAnothér pléaSucemfn e ma r e
his retirement years was the affectionate enjoyment of constant companions, two Collie dogs,
Mike and LaddieThe beauti f ul and inspiring AiConnemar :
Ireland, would ltéer become the homef author Carl SandburgToday, the home is on the

Historical Registry and the estate is a National Park.



The Plant

AiA Mammot EDoMillalri ofmot al El ectric Mill éA Model

With local capital in hand, 237.29 acres of land two miles southwest of the county
courthouse was purchased from Anna Bynum, J. Ed&ark®, Richard H. Earle, heiod James
Fields, Martha Kane, Melrose Land Compaagd O.P. Mills for approximately $5@0. The
Board of Directors hired J. E. Sirrine, a local engineer who was rapidly becoming known as the
Aarchitect of mills, o0 to draw the plans for
engineers. Sirrine, in his 1911 lecture to The Americato@dflanufacturers Association on the

topic of Modern Mill Construction descri bed the site as fa p:¢

splendidly adapted to convenient arrangement
design representing a splendid typeraidern mill construction. It is on a high plateau the top
of which is nearly |l evel, the being only enou
The Greenville Daily Newseported on Sunday morning March 26, 1911, that the
Greenville Brick Manufacturing Company was awatrdlee contract to furnish five million grey
brick to be Il aid in black mortar that would
Mil |l s. o Mr . W. Marl on Pack, Greenville Bric
contract was the largest thfe kind ever let to a South Carolina firm. The brick would come from
a plant at Brackton, Henderson County, North Carolina. It would require 350 freight cars to carry
the brick to Greenville and the Dunean site.
The question, untyd® whssl rgbeagchy waboobowd
mills used a red brick for construction purposes. Not at Dunean. The use of light grey brick laid
in black mortar was unlike anything ever seen in Greenville before and a combination which
would produce a mogileasing appearance. Those who had seen these type brick laid in black

mortar in other parts of the country noted that the effect was most beautiful. When the Dunean

Mills would be completed, it would beataewne of
Newsar ticle reinforced the dream of Capt. EI I i
t he most beauti ful st r u cNewsheadiinesi on Tuesday maoviling | e cC

April 11, 1911, announced:
ADunean Mill Wil Ictbuer e fMadn hd ePscsi nStt ra



The contract for the construction of the Dunean Cotton Mills was let on Monday, April
10, 1911, during a meeting of the Directors at the offices of Dunean Mills located in the Masonic
Temple. The building contracting firm oFiske, Carter, and Company of Worchester,
Massachusetts, and Greenville submitted the lowest bid among six or seven bidders and was
awarded the contract for the o6mammot hd Dunean
years earlier to build the Woods Cotton Mills. At the time of the Dunean contract, they were
working in Westminster, South Carolina. The contract called for the completion of the mill by
October 15, 1911. Equipment for the new plant was provided by the following firms:

Pickers- Kitson Machine Shop.

Carding, Drawings, Roving , and SpinnihgacePette Company
Combers Whitin Machines

Spoolers Sacoi Pettee

Warpersi Lowell Machine Shop

Twisters and SlashersLowell Machine Shop

Loomsi CromptorKnowles Loom Works

Cloth Room Machinery Curtis and marble

Fire Protection and HeatirigGeneral Fire Extinguisher Company
Electric Machineryi General Electric Company

Humidifiers and Regulatoiis Stuart W. Cramer

Shaftingi Jones and Laughlin



J.P. Stevens and Company of New York would become the selling agents for the Dunean
products. Reflection on these contracts reveals the close connection to the Board of Directors and
ot her nort her n inshipehattwouldsciéaeactedze mynean Mitls and village

until it merged with J.P. Stevens in 1946.

James
Buchanan

Duke
1856-1925

P&EN Photo

Close Friends With Capt. Smyth
Who Helped Design and Build Dunean

Joseph

Emory

Sirrine
1872-1947

Phote ~ Courtesy of
Grenville County Library
Seuth Careling Room

After The Melrose Land Company signed off on April"28nd Mrs. Janie A. Earle
signed the papers on May 8, 1911, construction began in late MajNeWsater reported that
the Dunean plant was an added fAfeathero to Gr
cartoons in April, 1911 depicted Duneanods p |
industrial scene. Dunean was most notably diffeie size, goals, and leadership than other

textile mills in the Greenville area.



In the Pelzer community Capt. Smyth could often been seen stopping his buggy to pick
up cotton that had fallen off the farmer 6s
ginéknowing that ul ti mately it meant dimgor e ya
attitudes towards efficiency and excellence would be the guiding factors that allowed Dunean to
rise to the pinnacle of the textile industry

Lighting conditions in the Dunean Mills were considered d®oel Along with the
sawtooth weave room roof, all of the rooms of the mills had arpusrof window space. Capt.
Smyth had learned from his Pelzer Mills the need for incandescent lighting for a mill to run more
efficiently. The Dunean Mills were alsoqeipped with the Stuart W. Cramer type of
automatically controlled humidifiers. At Capt
Mill sbé electrical drive, the humidifier syste
the work run exceptimally well. Producing the planned expensive fine combed cotton products
was becoming a reality. Practically all of the cotton used at the Dunean Mills in its early years
came from the Mississippi Delta. It was finest long staple cotton, such as PimaaR,eamd
Egyptian, that could be purchased for the manufacturing pique, fancy shirt and handkerchief
materials. Quality in production proved to be the key to success. Prior to the establishment and
widespread success of the Dunean Mills, the impressmrajed in textile circles that Southern
mill folk could not make the fine grade cotton goods such as had been manufactured only in New
England for years. Those impressions were disproven many times with the vast quantities of
beautiful shirtings and sinat fabrics made at Dunean, Judson Mills, Watts Mill of Laurens,
South Carolina, and a plant in Alta Vista, Virginia. While touring the spinning room at the
Dunean Mill s, onevisitor noted the plantbds e

spinning fames.



The People

ALiving Midst the Hum of Their 1 ndu

From its inception, t he Dunean-blgptl efthe was

communi ty e man a-industry allagB, eli events, anterestseand activities of the

community wwr e secondary to the plantds operations

Smyth on various recruiting trips. A Dunean post card dated 1913, was sent back to Chicago,
lllinois, to remind family and friends that work was going well at the new milldiRon local
workers proved easier by the time the mill was began operations. Being one of the last initial

Greenville textile plants to be constructed, the pool of experienced workers was large enough

t hat many fdAoperati veso nabmilevidages todagin heirbepure att o c a |

Dunean. From Northeast Georgia, Western North Carolina, and the Piedmont of South Carolina,
untrained and uneducated folks came looking for a better life.
Approximately one third of the village hom&vere built by the summer and fall of 1912.

By late 1920 fortyone new homes were being built. Nearly two hundred and sefreaty

families were then |iving in the fihearty, ope
the enterprising Dunean Mills As t he 19300s approached, sever

585 attractive welbuilt, well-screened homes on the Dunean village. Smyth had discovered that

employees at Pelzer seldom used the upper rooms of the story and half village homes. He saw

that as wasting space and <cost in building.

Smythodés villages were single story homes. The

homes, were one and a half, two, or more stories and-roolied. Homest Dunean were
originally rent free, were kept in good repair, and clearly numbered. Later, employees were
charged 25¢ a room per week or 75¢ per room per month. Homes with three, four, five, and six
rooms were assigned to employees according to theirclassification. There were four
boarding houses on the village: 4 Allen Strewtnaged by Mrs. Owens; 8 Allen Streednaged

by Mrs. Simmons; 30 Duke Streetanaged by Mrs. Enloe; and 43 Hutchins Street, managed by
Mrs. Holland. During the summer of 1928yery house on the village was painted. Paved
sidewalks allowed the children walking to school and hundreds of people walking to work each
day to arrive at school and work with o&6dry
contracting illnesses assated with damp feet, all streets were eventually paved, curbed, and

guttered. A corps of workers kept the streets clean, weeds kept down, and

1



papers picked up. Uniform and painted garbage cans were emptied frequently and regularly.
Street names such asutdhins, Smythe, Emery, Allen, Blake, Duke, Wallace, Hale, Kelley,
Stevens, Whitin, Smith, Taylor, Webb, Welch, Bynum, Seyle, Adger, Cardwell, Cely, Madden,
Badger, Henry, Bagwell, Gallon, and Wrigley reflected the names of organizers, investors,
stockholars, and plant officials. All streets were clearly marked and periodically scraped. Even
the back alleys were scraped so that fol ks ge
their lots would not be inconvenienced during rainy weather. Aitteagjoldlettered signs at

each end of the village on the Piedmont Hi gh

Duneano on one side and fALeaving Duneanodo on t




